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> Hor Me. Consert, in last week’s Regis- | Publisher hopes, however. that he 











ich, if 
olved: 


having not only shewn the great 
lity of making as public as. possi- 
the Contents, or Substance, of 
Cartwricut’s Bill for a Re- 

Parliament; but, having 
Bd the use of the REGISTER to 
end, and Major Cartwright hav- 
acc pted the offer, the Publisher 
f opinion that he ought not to 
y the execution of their intention: 


I hai the. more especially, as the present 
of R, being the first week of the 


‘e, ol 5 Session (which it is to be 
ery lef hoped is also the /ast Session) ef the 
nd Ul gemrefarmed Parliament, is obviously 
@ proper time for such a Publication. 








isthe whole of the Bill catnot'be 
tained in one Number of the Re- 
ler, and sceing that it cannot (for 
ireasons stated last week) adyan- 
ously occupy more than one 
iber, a tolerably copious Abstract 

‘that the Reader will expect. 















fed a wish that the Preamble, 
taining. t&enty-fire self-evident 
ficiples, of admitted maxims in 
science of Civil Government, and 
the fen first Clauses of the Act, 
id be inserted, entire; and several 
me subsequent Clauses appearing 
he Publisher to b= so important, 
© allow of little or no contraetion, 
Abstract of the reniaining parts 
i necessarily be very brief. The 


















Cartwright, however, having | 





has in no instance failed to convey a 
distinct idea of and 
that the present Abridgement is so 
far a whole as not only to sheav what 
it is that «s wanted, but also the 


means by which it might be easily 
effected. 


the purport ; 


A BILL, 


ENTITLED, 

An Act for securing the Rights and 
Liberties of the Nation, hy a Cen- 
stitutional Representation of the 
Commons in Parliament, and Par- 
liaments of a Constitutional conti« 
nuance. 

J. Whereas the property, the cha- 
racter, the liberty, and life of every 


man‘depends on the law of thé land, 
and every man is bound to obey the 


law. 


2. And whereas, by a maxim of 
our law, ‘ every man is in judgment 
‘Sof law, party to the making an act 
** of Parliament, being present thereat 


“6 by his Representatives.” 


3. And whereas, by another maxim 


of our law, “the lawfulness of pu- 


*‘ nishing criminals is founded upon 
‘ this principle, that the law by which 
“they suffer was made by their own 
** consent,”’ 


E 
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4. And whereas, the state of the 
Representation in England ond Wales, 
in Scotland. and in Treland, 1s ‘now 
respectively in use, in being neither 
fair wor equal, but the contrary, to an 
extreme of injustice, and utterly in- 
consistent with reason, is matter of | 
just complaint. 


5. And whereas, Parliaments them- 
selves are of a continuance which is 
wholly inconsistent with the rightful 
inheritance, and the enjoyment of po- 
litical liberty. 


6. And whereas, in consequence of 
these deviations from the true princt- 
ples of civil polity, a notorious bri- 
bery in those corporate bodies, which 
now for the most part monopolize the 
choice ef citizens and burgesses, as 
well as an unconstitutional influence 
in counties, are become almost uni- 
versal characteristics of the elections 
of members to serve in Parliament; 
to the lamentable decay of private 
morality, of public virtue, of political 
liberty, and of national prosperity. 


7. And whereas, to those corrup- 
tions must be ascribed the facetious 
and mischievous policy long acted 
upon by the ministers of the crown, 
that hath at length brought the nation 
under the pressure of a taxation so 
oppressive and so enormous, as, con- 
siderivg the safe insular situation of 
the kingdom, the fertility of its soil, 
the industry of its inhabitants, their 
eminence in arts and sciences, and the 
universality of their commerce, to fur- 
nish a resistless demonstration of un- 
faithfal stewardship, and ill govern- 
ment; as well as matter of great re- 
preach to the national character. 


{ 


se emanating from themselves, and s* 
ia possession of their confidence, may 
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s. And whereas, between the wry e, , 
of an individual, and the wrongs (me rv 
whole nation, there is this distinc{ = 
that those of the former may find et 


dress by an appeal to judicial auth: 
i Ys while for those of the latter, |e 


3 

are past, there can be little or no; ea - 
dress, and their continuance can “pe. 
be prevented by state-reformation, aR 

9. And whereas, it is obviously aay. 
practicable, that, under the preg is, 
usurpation in place of representatiiiimes .. 
the wronged and suffering nati 6° 
without a removal of this usurpati 449. 
which is its greatest wrong, can hi Bor 


a redress of its other grievances, 7 
can have any confidence in arrang) ppoyi 
meuts for its relief, which shall noti, © 
clude a full security against future 0 then’ 
pression, by a Parliamentary Refor with 
in strict accordance with the j= Bay 
rights and Tiberties of the People. 






















10. And whereas, when the Peopk 
being under no influence to prevel 
their chusing as Representatives, pel” 
sans the most wise and worthy, shi 7 
have elected a Commons House, at © 
shall have made such election by wi! 
tue of a statute, which shall at th — 
same time afford an assurance of suc | 
House continuing wholly independen 
of the crown, it may then, althovg 
not till then, be reasonably expected 
that the People will cheerfully pay : 
such taxes as such a Commons’ House)” 


after all practicable reductions in ti 
expenses of government, find abs 
lutely necessary to the public service 
to the safety of their country, and ‘0 
a relief, with all convenient speed: 
from its pecuniary burthens. 
































ie Wrom 
NES ¢ 
tinct) 


find 


ou. And whereas, according tothe 
Bt theory of government, every male 
a moner, (with exception only of 
Infants, the insane, and such as have, 
; ‘or criminality, legally forfeited their 
ms franchise ) who directly, or indirectly, 
¢ tributes to the public taxes, or 
jose property, character, MDONES and | 


Hose Representatives of the Com- 
ions, nf whom taxes and laws are 


Representation requires that, while 
reserving undisturbed the general 
lovisions of the respective Acts of 
- nion, whereby, first Scotland, and 

eo ‘then’ Ireland, 
“ee th ‘England, under one and the same 
ament, the continuance of any 


ing disproportion in the ‘relative 


were severally united 






presentation of the three several 
arts of the’ now-united Kingdom, 
Old be! inconsistent with justice, 
eason, and ‘sound policy. 


783. And whereas, the several is- 
y vi’ Walds of Jersey, Guernsey, Sark, Al- 
at th dernéy, and Man, ought to share in 

is i peenefit of Representation. 
nde es 4 ’ ' 


“ a4. And wliereas, for determining 
cte 


at is a constitutional continuance 










ay OF I Parliaments, it is requisite they be 
Oust, limited i in duration as that the ris- 
nd s4) | generation shail at all times uni- 
may nly, as they respectively attain'the 
D ti 8 of manhood, together with the 


absc session and enjoyment of’ their! 
‘Vice ds, goods and chattels, likewise im-" 
nd to rdiately enter upon, and enjoy that 
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country, which is their most valuable 
property, inasmuch as it is the security 
of all Other property and of whatever 
else is dear toman; forso long as the 
rising generation shall, for any period 
of time whatever, be deprived of sach 


inheritance of their property in the 








peed. heritance in the constitution of their 





coustitation, there will be a violation 


of the People’s Rights and Liberties. 


ihe principles of 
freedom require, for the 
purposes of legislation, for the re- 


15. And whereas, 
that while, 


dress of grievances, for the granting 
of supplies, aud for superintending 
and controlling the conduct of the 
ministers of the crown, a parliament 
should consult on the weighty affairs 
of the kingdom, once at least in every 


year, and for a competent time. 


16. And whereas, more than one, 
new Parliament in any one year can. 
not be necessary, and repeated general 
elections within one year, must prove 
harassing and- burthensome to the 
people, as well as that an entire un- 
certainty in respect of the pertods at 
which a yearly parliament should be 
elected, should assemble for business, 
and should again ordinarily terminate 


iis session and separate, would be 


obviously unwise and extremely in- , 


convenient to the Nation, it is ncees- 
sary that fixed days for electing a 


yearly Parliament, for its assem- 


bling, and for its ordinarily sepa-._ 


rating, should respectively be set- 
tled and ascertained by Jaw: while 
yet the Crown should retain a dis- 
cretionary power in cases of emer- 


gency, of assembling the Parliament 


earlier, as. well as of protracting its 
regular session, as occasion of state 
might require. 
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17. And whereas, unless the Com- 
mons enjoy with perfect freedom and 
independence, the election of their 
Representatives in Parliament, neither 
public nor private liberty can exist, 
it is therefore necessary to fence 
around and protect with the most jea- 
lous care, this freedom and indepen- 
dence of election by suitable provi- 
sions of law, that shall not merely 
guard against open violation and the 
unconstitutional controul and dicta- 
tion of great land-owners and others, 
but equally against the secret machi- 
nations of the unprincipled. 


18. And whereas, considering that 
when a free state happens to be too 
extensive and too populous for per- 
sonal legislation, then to legislate by 
Representation is an expedient which 
inno wise detracts from the legisla- 
tive right and sovereignty of the Peo- 
ple, in whose name and on whose be- 
half such legislation is carried on, it is 
highly expedient, that the nature of 
this sovereignty should be rightly un- 
derstood, and that in a Bill of Rights 
and Liberties for putting the Nation 
in possession of the practical benefits 
of its constitution, it should be de- 
clared, ** that, in the election of Re. 
** presentatives consists the exercise 
** of the democratical part of our con- 
“* stitution, for in a democracy there 
‘can be no exercise of sovereignty 
“¢ but by suffrage, which is the decla- 
“ration of the People’s will; and/| 
** that in this realm, where the People 
‘debate, not in a collective body, 
** but by Representation, the exercise 


‘of this sovereignty consists in the 
* choice of Representatives.” 








19. And whereas, having learned 
from history, that, ‘‘ the Athenians 
‘‘ were so jealous of this prerogative, 
‘‘ that a stranger, who interfered in 


‘6 the assemblies of the people, was ; | 
‘© punished by their laws with death; ~~ 


‘‘ because such a person was esteem- 
“ed guilty of high treason, by usurp- 


‘ing those rights of Sovereignty to 
‘S which he had no title:” so it is “a 
obvious, that, fer preserving our own | 
state, the usurpations, which both in § 


the counties and corporate towns of 
this kingdom are potorious, ought to 
be wholly removed, and their revival 
rendered, if possible, utterly impracti- 
cable. 


20. And whereas, although the King, ; 
who, in having efficient power for ex- 


ecuting the law, and io having therein 


no superior, has a sovereign execative | 


authority, is yet subordinate to the 
Parliament; and although the Parlia- 
ment, which in having efficient power 
for the making of laws, and in having 


therein no superior, hath a sovereign | 
legislative authority, is yet subordinate 


to the Nation, of whom itis a Trustee; 
and for whose use and benefit all poli- 


tical offices and authorities have been 
created and “delegated ; and whereas |— 


the Nation hath on earth no superior, 
its sovereignty is derived immediately 
from the Divine Author of all Nature; 


and this national! sovereignty is there- © 


fore alone inherent and indefeasible. 


21. And whereas, this nation, in | 


allowing to its chief magistrate and to 
certain of its legislative functionaries, 
exclusive privileges, beyond the ordi- 
nary franchises of the community, 








37] 















p ivileges supposed to enable them the 
etter to perform their functions iv 
Ihe service of the state—doth not 
“sarrender its own proper inherent so- 
“vereignty ; it is therefore most con- 
. venient, that this inherent sovereignty 


Ls 


th ; se att 

m. @f the nation should, by express pro- 
rp sion of the law, be effectually se- 
to Wgared against the mischiefs of treason 


nd misprision of treason; and the 


em r "more especially against all attempts at 
in oa indermining the independence of Par- 
of ment, or freedom in the election of 
to esentatives to serve in Parlia- 
val 3 

ti 


>) 22. And whereas the upholding in 
this realm an order of hereditary pri- 
F 4 _wileged nobility unknown to the Saxon 
i "founders of our freedom, can only be 









ve With inteot, that such an order in the 
si | _‘ptate may be a dignified moderator be- 
ive 4 


"9 “stween the King and the Commons, for 
/ conservation of the Constiiution. 


» 23. And whereas, any Peer of Par- 
Hiament who should so disregard his 
Wwdligations to a polity in which he was 
©80 highly favoured, and who should 
- Ibe so vicious and utterly depraved, as 
tre onably to strike at the national 
as me : ey: and the very root of his 
A sountry’s liberties, by any act or at- 
‘tempt for corrupting, controlling, un- 
uly influencing or interfering in any 
ction of a Commoner to serve in 
rliameut, in which matter he must 
in law “a stranger,” would be- 
ilty of an aggravated treason. 


OT", 









to 4 24. And whereas, the object of le-’ 
eS, Sislative election being to constitute a 
di- gouncil of national representatives for 


public weal, the duties of an 
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elector are as conspicuousas his righ? ; 
requiring that, in the election of a 
member to serve in Parliament he as 
conscientiously prefer the person whom 
he believes most fit for that service, 
and give his vote accordingly, as, were 
he on a jury in a trial between man 
and man, touching a contesied pro- 
perty, he would be bound to give his 
verdict in favour of him whom he be- 
lieved best entitled to such property. 


25. And whereas, a corrupt verdict, 
even in deciding on a suit for a trifling 
sum would justly expose a juror to 
infamy, so a corrupt vote for a mem- 
ber to serve in Parliament, who is 
there to vote on an expenditure of 
numerous millions of the Nation’s 
money, as well as on whatever can 
affect his Country for good, 
evil, were a crime not only incurring 


the deepest stain of infamy, but which 


or for 


for its danger to the state, as an inci. 


pient treason, ought to be punished in 
a manner the most exemplary. 


26. And whereas, in order to re. 
medy the defects, as well as to reform 
the manifold abuses and corruptions 
which, in respect of electing the com- 
mons of the realm, have taken deep 
root, and for correcting the unconsti- 
tutional duration of Parliaments; as 
well as that, after nearly one hundred 
and thirty years of disappointment, 
that which in 1688 the Prince of 
Orange professed to be his great ob- 
ject in coming to England, namely, 
that in all time to come, the nation 
might enjoy, ‘Sa free and lawful Par- 
‘‘ jiament,” may now at length be 
carried into effect, it is necessary, that 





all the statutes which could or can ia 


F138 




























“eg 
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any sense contravene, or disagree with, 
this Act, should be wholly repealed, 
and annulled, and that the manner of 
electing the members to serve in the 
Commons House of Parliament, and 
all matters aud things respecting the 
same, and touching the future dura- 


tion of Partiaments, be new modelled 


on the principles of the English Con- | 
| Treland, 127. 


stitution, agreeably to the ancient 


and unalienable rights and liberties of 


the people, as by this present statute 
those rights and liberties are declared, 


claimed, insisted upon and enacted. 


May it therefore please your Ma- 
jesty, that it may be enacted, and be 
it enacted by the King’s most Ex- 
cellent Majesty, by and with the ad- 
vice and consent of the Lords Spiritual 
and Temporal, and the Commons in 
this 


and by the authority of the same, and 


present Parliament assembled, 


it is accordiagly enacted, 


I, That all future elections of Re- 
presentatives of the Commons of the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland, to serve in Parliament shall 
be made according to the provisions 
and regulations of this act, and net 
otherwise, and that all other acts, 
laws, customs, and usages, now in 
force or practice, which are contrary 
to, or unaccordant with this act, or 
such parts or part of any such act, 
law, custom or practice as in respect 
of such elections are so contrary or 
unaccordant, shall be, and the same 
are, hereby repealed, annulled, and 
made void to all intents and purposes 
whatsoever. 


II. And be it further enacted, and 


Mayor CArTwricat’s BiLt. 
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it is hereby further enacted, that the 
number of representatives to serve in 
the Commons, House for the whole 
United Kingdom, including Jersey, 
Guernsey, Alderney, Sark, and Man, 
shall, from and after the 15th day of 
June next, be Six iiundred and Fifty. 
eight, whereof England shall return 
442; Wales 28; Scotland, 58; and 


III. And it is hereby further enact- 
ed, that the present Parliament shall 


net have continuance beyond the 15th 


day of June, \818, but shall by virtue 
of this Act on that day be dissolved 
and expire; any thing in any statute, 


usage, practice or prerogative whatso- 7% 


ever to the contrary, notwithstanding. 


[V. And itis hereby further enact- | 
ed, that every male commoner, having 
attained the full age of eighteen years, 
with no other exception whatever than 
of infants, of the insane, and of such 
persons as shall by sentence of law, 
have forfeited the electoral franchise, 
shall be entitled to, and enjoy the 
right of suffrage in the election ofa 
representative to serve his electoral 
district in Parliament: that is to say, 


‘in the parish or place of his residence, 
| and where he hath regularly dwelt for 


the space of three months, prior to 
the day of election; so as to be known 
to the keeper or keepers of the Elec- 
toral Register of such parish or place, 
and to have gone through all the 


forms of being enregistered according 
to law. 


V. And it is hereby further enact- 
ed, that all sailors and soldiers, being 


pnatives of the United Kingdom, and 
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t the 
‘ve in 
v hole 
rsey, 
Man, 
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‘ifty- 
eturn 
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nact- | 


shall 
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virtue 
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nact- 
aving 
ears, 
‘than 
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necessarily prevent a regular resi 
dence at their respective homes) shal 


month next before the day of election: 
but, in order to the exercise of such 


homes, it shall be necessary, that 
omplete lists of such sailors or sol- 
fiers respectively who may be on duty 
in any parish, other than that of 
heir proper home, be delivered to 
the keeper or keepers of the Electoral 
tegister three days at the least prior 
fo the day of election, by the com- 


_ diers respectively, certifying, under 
Shis hand and sea!, the correctness of 
tivity and such residence; and, 
fith regard to sailors, it shall make 

difference whether they shall be 
ving in the public or the. private 
larine of the United Kingdom. And, 
the time of election, such lists of 
ilors or soldiers, or both, shall be 
| the nature of occasional supple. 


Ments to the Rlectoral Registers ; and | 


parties being called over by such 
pplemental lists, next after the re- 
lar inhabitants, as hereinafter di- 
ted, shall have their suffrage ac- 
rdingly. 


‘VI. And it is hereby further en- 
ted, that for effectually securing to 
fe rising generations in all time to 
me, their sacred and indefeasible 
ght of inheriting, as they successively 
ain (o manhood, that most valua- 
pof all properties—their property 
the Constitution, and in the'rights 
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have a right of suffrage in the parishes 
or places where they shall happen to 
have been upon duty, for one entire 


Manding officer of such sailors or sol- | 


pach list, and the truth respecting swch | 


4g 


members of the state (whose duties | and liberties of their country, there 


- {shall be a new election in the Com- 
1} mons House of Parliament once in 


every year, 








VI[. And it is hereby further en- 
acted, that, to the end of as equala 





| distribution of representation through- 


ffrage, when from. their proper | out England, Wales, Scotland, and 


_Treland respectively as shall be prac. 
| ticable, the several Counties or Shires 
| thereof where the inhabitants in pro- 
portion to number are entitled to more 
| than one representative, shall be so 
| divided (as hereinafter provided) into 
| Electoral Districts, to be called Elec. 
| forates, as that each of such districts, 
}in dae proportion to is pupulation, 
| compared with the entire County popu- 
' lation, shall be entitled to. and shall 
separately clect one representative, aud 
every such county or shire the inhabi- 
tants of which shall be en itled 1 no 
more than one representative, shall of 
itself constitute, for the purposes of 


this Act, only one Electorate. 


VII. And it further 


| enacted, that where, by reason of an 


is hereby 





insufficiency of inhabitants, or other 
| cause, a tolerably equal division into 
| Electorates of proper numbers cane 
not otherwise be effected, it may in 
the first place be lawful to view (wo 
or more adjoining counties as one 
grand district, divisible into Electo- 
rates, and so to divide them accor- 
dingly. 


IX. And it is hereby farther enact- 
ed, that by the royal assent to this 
Act given, his Maje-ly shall be undere 
stood to command all such of his 
ministers and servants, whose serviced 
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shal] be required in carrying the same 
into execution, to be diligent in the 
performance of that duty ; wherefore, 
with all convenient dispatch, but with- 
in twenty-eight days at the furthest 
from and alter the passing of this Act, 
the principal Secretary of State for 
the Home department, do transmit to 
the High Sheriff of each county of the 
United Kingdom, one copy of this 





that part of the census of the year. 


1511, entitled ** Abstract of the an- | 


‘* swers and returns made pursuant to 


“HH. M k. Geo. UI. entitled, * An 
“ Act for taking an account of the 
*© population of Great Britain, and of 
“the incréase or diminution there- 
** of,’ which shall give such sheritf 
the population of his county aud of 
the several parts thercof. 


X. And on receipt of the said Acts | 


! 
} 


and the said Abstract, such High 
Sheriff shall, without loss of time, 
give all necessary orders and instruc- 
tions to his Under Sheriff, or to his 
Sheriff depute, and to the Clerk of 
the Peace, t the end of so forming 
his county into one or more Elec- 
torale or Electorates, and, as he shall 
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acted, that each of the several coun- 
ties of the United Kingdom, shall 
either be of itself au Electorate, or 
part of an Electorate, or shall be di- 
vided into two or more Electorates, 
according to the following Taste or 
PoruLAtTioN AND RerresENTATION. 


** The Tuble contains the names 


= ' ; 
y .| of the several counties, the number of 
Act, together with three copies of | , 


inhubitants according to the Census of 
1811, the number of Members which 


each County novo returns, and the num. 


| 





| 
| 


a 


| 
| 


} 


which ¢ :ut to return accord. 
‘San Act passed in the 51st year of | ber which it ovent fo r 


ing to its population. 


XII. Sheriffs to form the Electo- 


_rates with as much equality as prace 


ticable, according to the Table of 
Population and Representation. Re- 
gulations in pursuance of that end. 


XIII. The electoral business to be 
transacted at the most suitable Town 
in each Electorate, regard being had 
to its means of accommodation and 
centrality of situation ; and such Town 
to impart its name to the Electorate. 


XIV. Parishes not unnecessarily to 


see occasion, he shall also at his dis-| be split and thrown into different 


cretion require the attendance from 
time to time and at such place or 
places as to him shall appear neces- 
sary, of the justices of the peace, 
either of the whole county or of any 
part or division of the same, who are 
hereby required to be aiding and as- 
sisting to such High Sheriff in the pre- 
mises. 


‘XI. And it is hereby farther en- 








Custos Rotulorum of the County; 


Electorates. 


XV. The Electorates having been 
formed, the Sherifis to make five re- 
turns thereof, namely, to the Home 
Secretary of State; to the Speaker of 
the House of Commons ; to the Clerk 
of the Crown in Chancery; to the 


and to the Clerk of the Peace, Form 
of the Return. 
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XVI. Sheriffs to transmit to the 
Speaker their oaths of having executed 


' the foregoing service with fidelity. 


Form of the same. Likewise, to re- 
port all such obstructions as they may 
have experienced ; as well as neglects 


| of duty on the part of magistrates. 


XVII. and XVIII. Further provi- 


' sions for the prompt and faithful exe- 


_ cution of the Act. 


_ XIX. Cie:ks of the Peace to print 
_and circulate Copies of the Sherifi’s 
' Returns of the organization of the 
| Electorates. The Form. 


XX. And itis hereby further en- 


acted, that the business of appoioting 
)and returning one Representative to 


; serve in Parliament for each Electorate 
of the United Kingdom, shall be di- 
-vided into two separate parts or acts, 
to be transacted on two several days 
in.every year, to be distinguished as 
the Day of Nomination and the Dey 
of Appointment ; that the nomination 
be invariably on the ast Monday of 

une in every year, and the clection 

S invariably on the second Sunday 
next after the nomination. 


XXI, And it is hereby further enact- 
ed, that, for preserving the same puri- 
y in Parliament as required in Juries, 
nd effectually to avert from that foun. 
in of legislation, which the People 
Provide, for their own protection, all 


0 their welfare, any person who at 
he time may hold any office, sinecure, 
ommission, or place of profit under 
he King, or may be. in receipt ofa 
casion from the Crown ;- or who 
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may hold any office, sinecure, com- 
mission, or place of profit under the 
Duke of Lancaster, or Duke of Corn- 
wall, or under any Peer of the Realm, 
or under any Court of Equity or Law, 
or Ecclesiastical Court, or ecclesias- 
tical officer, shall be, and is hereby 
disqualified from, and rendered and 
declared incapable of serving in the 
Commons House of Parliament, or of 
being thereunto elected; and if any 
member of the said House should ac- 
cept of any such disqualifying office, 
or emolument aforesaid, he shall forth- 
with declare the same by letter to the 
Speaker. But if any Member shall 
secretly accept of any such disqualify ~ 
ing office or emolument, and not with- 
in three days so communicate the same 
to the Speaker, he shall thenceforth 
for ever be utterly incapable of holding 
any office or emolument whatever un- 
der the Crown, or a Seat in the Com- 

mous House asa Representative of the 
People ; and shall moreover forfeit 

the sum of one hundred pounds for 

every time he shall afterwards enter 

the House under the pretended cha- 
racter of a Representative; one half 
of such forfeiture to go to the infor- 

mer, and the other half to the Fund, 

for paying the wages of the members 

of the House. 


XXL. On the Third Monday of 
May, Writs of Election to issue to the. , 
Recorders of Electorates. 


XXIII. New Form of Writ. 


XXIV. On the 15th of Juve ip 
every year, the Recorder of each 


-Rlectorate to give Notice of the ap- 


proaching Day of Nomination, and \of 
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the general Assembly, or Folk mote, to | Recorder empowered to administer 


be holden on that day; and also, | 


Notice of the Day of Appointment, or 
Election. Substance of sech Notice, 


as fullows: ‘** Take notice, that a ge. 
“ neral assembly or Folkmote of the 
“electors of this Electorate will be 
“ holden at at nine o’Clock 
“in the forenoon of Monday, the 
66 day of this month, being th 
6 lust Monday of June, for considering 
“how the Parliamentary service of 
“ this Electorate for the year, which 
“this day expired, has been per- 





oaths. 


XXIX. And it is hereby further 
| enacted, that as soon as the afore. 
said offices of the Kéectorate shall 
have been so organized as aforesaid, 
and the officers to fill them elected, 
the Folxmote shall immediately pro- 
ceed to take into its consideration 
how the service of the H/lectorate hath 
been performed in Parliament for the 
preceding year; a discussion on which 
subject, for preserving the decorum 





‘s formed; and likewise for the cone{ becoming a free people deliberating 


© sideration and nomination of fit 
“‘ persons, out of whom one may 
‘“ be fchosen to serve in Parliament 


‘“‘ for the year now next ensuing. 


‘* And also take hotice, that on 


“Sunday, the day of July,-being 


“the second Sunday after the day of | 


“ nomination, the election of a Re- 
“ presentative to serve in Parliament, 
** will be made by faking the voles of 
** the clectors in their several parishes, 
“ or other places of residence.” 


XXV. Organization of the Folk- 


mote. 


XXVI. The same continued. The 
Recorder to be Returning Officer of 
Election, and President of the Court 
of Precognition and Redress. 


XXVII. The same continued. A 
Deputy Recorder to be appointed. 


XXXVI. The samecontinued. A 
Jury of Suffraze, and a Court of Pre- 
cognition and Redress, to be consti- 
tuted. A Chief Constable to be elected. 


lon the conduet of retired legislators, 
and on the rights and liberties in- 
tended to be secured to them by the 
Constitution of their country, shall 
only be propounded with temper and 
gravity in set forms of words, that is 
to say: * That (A. B. Esq.) as Re- 
‘presentative in Parliament of this 
| * Electorate, during the year ending 





‘on the 15th day of this month, de- 
‘serves well of his constituents ;’ or, 
‘that (A. B. Esq.) as Representative 
‘in Parliament of this Electorate, 
‘duriag the year ending on the 15th 
‘day of this month, hath not incurred 
‘any biame from his constituents ;’ or, 
‘that (A. B. Esq.) as Representa- 
*tivein Parliament of this Electorate 
‘during the year ending on the 15th 
‘day of this month, hath incurred the 
* disapprobation of his constituents,’ 


| XXX. And such inquiry into the 
past conduct of Representatives being 
of high import to the nation in gene- 
ral, as well as to each Electoral body 
in particular, it shall not in any wise 
be omitted; wherefore to the end of 
its being with certainty brought for- 
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ward on every day of nomination, the 
oving and seconding of the aforesaid 
ropositions shall not depend on, nor 
be the act of, any suitors of the Elec- 
rai Court; but it shall be the offi- 
pial duty of the Recorder (without 
Iny seconding being necessary) to pro- 
Pound the same, always beginning 
With that of approval ; when, if the 
fame be negatived, he shall next 
ropound that of no blame; and in 
fase of that also being negatived, 
le shall finally propound that of d/s- 
Bpprobation ; but if either the first or 
the second proposition pass in the 
ifirmative, the inquiry shall then 
lease; but notwithstanding such res. 
traint as aforesaid in wording the pro- 
positions, which are to be recorded in 
the proceedings of a Folkmofe, those 


flame freedom of speech in such their 
egislatorial elections, as their depu- 
es enjoy in Parliament. 


XXXI. Assoon as any Electorate in 
kmote assembled shall have so de- 
ared its opinion, touching the con- 
uct of its Representative in the Par- 
lament then recently expired, the 
kmote shall next proceed to the 
pmination of persons to serve in the 
pw Parliament then about to be 
ected ; when no nomination shall be 
fectual, unless sipported by three 
ectors present ; one moving, anoth» 
conding, and a third approving ; 
nd, prior to any speech or speeches 
iatever, recommendatory of a no- 
inee or nominees, the names of the 
veral persons nominated shall be 
htered in the proceedings by the 
rk. , | 


XXXII. The same _ continued. 
The prineiple of Representation, 


| which requires that a Deputy shall 
have the suilrages of a majertiy of 
|the Electors, to be duly respected. 
| ‘To this end, if the Vominees be more 
in number than évo, they shall be re- 
duced to two. The mode of so doing. 
Ifonly one be nominated, the Recor- 


der to nominate a second. 


XXXIII. And provided also, that 
no division be taken for deciding 
which of the nominees at any /folk- 
mote shall be entitied to stand a poll 





on the final day of election until the 
pretensions of each and every of them 





shall have been successively, one at a 
time, submitted to the free discussion 
of the folkmote, to which end and for 
the preservation of order, the Recorder 
shall say, **( A. B. Esq.) having been 
‘** put in nomination, it is now open to 
‘‘all electors preseut in this folkmote 
‘** to give their opinions on the fitness 
*‘ or unfitness of the said(A. B.) to 
‘represent this electorate in Parlia- 
*“ment;” and when the respective 
pretensions of each of such nominees 
shall in succession have been so sub- 
mitted to and discussed by the folk- 
mote, but not before, the sense of the 
folkmote shall be taken on each se- 
parately by regular divisions; and if 
three Electors present demand a poll, 
the same shall be immediately grant- 
ed; when two tellers on each side 
having by their friends been proposed, 
and by the Recorder suthorised, the 
ayes shall go forth, and the noes re- 
main within ; and the respective num- 
bers of the majority and minority in 
each case taken down by the clerk. 
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XXXIV. And it is hereby further 
enacted, that the names of the two 
persons \ ho shall eventually be enu- 
tled to stand the final poll as aforesaid, 
shall be entered on a list, to be called 
the report of nominations, which list 
shall be audibly read to the fo/kmole ; 
and «ith the three days next en- 
suing, copies of the same shall by the 
Recorder be transmitted to every place 
of election within his jurisdiction, to 
be proceeded upon as hereinafter is 
ordained and provided. 


XXXYV. Provisions for extending, | 


in extraordinary cases, the proceed- 
ings of a folkmole even beyond the 
day. 


XXXVI. And it is hereby further 
enacted, that all disputes and contro- 
versies which within any e/ectorate of 
the United Kingdom may _ arise, 
touching the right of suffrage in the 
election of a representative to serve 
in Parliament, seeing that such right 
must depend on the mere question of 
a claimant’s being or not being an in- 
habitant of the Electorate, shall be 
cognizable by such electoral court 
of precognition and redress as aforesaid, 
the decision of which court, in every 
such case, shall to all intents and pur- 
poses be final and conclusive, and by 
no other court or power whatever be 
questionable. 


AXAVII. By whomthe Electoral 
Register isto be kept. Its Formand 
mode of correction, preparatory to 
every Election. 


XXXVIIL, Penalties for neglector 


misbehaviour. 









XX XIX. Election not only a 7 
cred right, but a serious duty. Ele, 
tors to enrol themselves in the Regis, 
ters, and duly to perform suit and ser. 
vice in the Courts of Folkmote an) 
Courts of Appointment. Liable ty 
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penalties for omission or misbeha 
7. Dur! 
viour. : 
nt, 
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XL. Mode of polling for securing 
ev 
perfect regularity and order. 3% 
ate 
} ’ * . q on 
XLI. On the Sunday evening im. 


mediately preceding the last Monday 
tz June, the minister and parish-ofi. 
cers to meet for completing the Elec 
toral Register. Its correctness til 
be certified, as a criterion for polling) 


XLII. In Scotland, the Churetl 
Elders and Schoolmaster to attend for 
completing the Register. 3 


XLUT. Young men, claiming to bt 
entered in the Electoral Register, and 
declaring themselves to be eightee 
years of age, to be enregistcred ac 
cordingly, unless proved to be under 
that age. If convicted of wilfully 
making a false declaration, to forfeit 
the right of suffrage fer three years. 


XLIV. Churchwardens to provid 
Polling-Tubles, Counters, Serving 
Trays, Sorting-Boxes, and Receivers 
and such as are here described. 


LI. 


XLV. The same to be carefull) 
preserved and set out preparatory 


polling, agreeably to the engraveé 


plan annexed. LI 





(Here follow two engraved plans; 
one of the polling-table and its vessels 
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the other of the Court of Ap- | 


infment. ) 


XLVI. On the day of Llection or 
ppointment, being the second Sun- 
y after the day of Numination, a 
purt, called the Court of Appoint- 
lent, is to be holden in the Church, 
apel, or other place before set forth, 





] 
‘ 
j 
' 


i 


LY. Further facilities. for fally 
making and accomplishing (unfore- 
seen accidents excepted), the elec. 
tion of an entire Parliament in the 
course of four hours, between seven 
and eleven o'clock in the forenoon of 
the Day of Appointment, in every 
year, as aforesaid. But, in the event 
of any such unforeseen accident as 


{ 
every parish or place in each Elec- | may, in any particular place, prevent 
rate. Such Court to be open at} a completion ef the poll by the hour 
| of eleven in the forenoon, the polling 


en o’clock iu the forenoon, when 

the Electors, as suitors of that 
burt, are required to attend for the 
formance of their duty. Mode of 
ecting a President of the Court. 


' XLVIL. The Election to. be  pre- 


edged by an Admonition {rom the Pre- 


dent, or a Prayer by a Minister of 
gligion. Forms of the Admonition 
d Prayer. , 


XLVI. The powers and the du- 
ts of the President. 


XLIX. Mode of conducting the Elec- 
n. Scratineers to be appointed. 


LL. The same continued. Mode of 
lloting particularly described. 


LI. All Elections throughout the 
igdom, to be made in the forenoon 
the Day of Appointment, and within 
r hours, from seven to eleven, Re- 
lations to that end.—Auwiliary 
purts of Appointment may be esta- 
ished. s 


Lil. LIfl. and LIV. Regulations 
_ constituting Auxiliary Courts of 
ppointment. | 








may continue beyond that hour, and 

for such-additional time as may be 

practicable without interfering with 

the religious service for the day, of 
the church or chapel in which the 
court shall be holden as aforesaid ; or 

the court may be adjourned to five of 
the clock in the evening, and from), 
that hour be kept. sitting’ until the 

poll be fully taken and concluded. 


_ LVI. Such Electors as may not an- 
swer to their names on a first eall,. to 
have the benefit of a second cali, but 
no more. 


LVI. As soon as the second call 
shall be completed, the Poll to be, 
closed by proclamation. , 


LVIUI. The President and Scru- 
tineers to count, writedown, and de- 
clare the number of Votes for each 
Nominee. A Return to the Reeorder 
of the Electorate to be made accord. 
ingly. Its Form.—A counterpart to 
be preserved, until after the General 
Election of ihe year following. In 
case of error, the Poll to be adjourned 
for a week. Notice to be given; and 
the Form. 
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LIX. Penalty on the President and 
Scrutineer for any such error.—A 
Poll being once correctly taken, the 
Court of Appointment to be dissolved 
by Proclamation. 


LX. The Recorder, on receiving 
the several local Returns, to summon 
a Court of Suffrage; in which the 
local Returns are to be examined, and 
a digest of them made. Counterparts 
of the same to be signed and sealed 
by the Recorder, by all the Jurors 
present, and as many Electors as 
choose. In case of an equality of 
sufirage for the two Nominees, a cast- 
ing vote shall be vested in the Court 
of Suffrage, either by a show of 
hands, or by a division. One in- 
dented counterpart to be transmitted 
to the Clerk of the Crown in Chan- 
eery. ‘The Form of the General Re- 
turn of the Electorate. Neglect of 
duty, on the part of the Jurors of the 
Court of Suffrage, to be punishable. 


LXI. The Clerk of the Crown to 
examine the Returns, and ascertain 
whether the same person has, in any 
ease, been chosen by more Electo- 
rates than one. 
such cases. 


How to proceed in 


LXII. How Vacancies in the Re- 
presentation shall be filled. 


LXIII. Parliament to mect on the 
second Thursday of January, by 
virtue of this Act, if not previously 
required by Proclamation. 


LXIV. Speaker to be chosen, and 
every Session of Parliament to be 
opened by a Speech from the Throne. 


Masor Cartwricnt’s Bilt. 
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LXV. Parliament, whether as, 
sembled by virtue of this Act on the 
said second Thursday in January, o 
having been earlier assembled by 
Royal Proclamation, shall continue 
assembled until the /ast Saturday of| 
April inthe same year; for it is the} 
intendment of, and ordained by this 
present Act, that a Parhament on y 
certainty shall ever in all time tof 
come, be sitting for the public weal} 
at Westminster aforesaid from the! 
second Thursday in January, to the 
last Saturday of April in every yeat, 
and not longer; except required w 
to do for any specified number of ad. 
ditional days, not extending beyond 
the 15th day of June, by a speech 
from the Throne, or by a special mis- 
sive from the Crown to each House'ol 
Parliament. 
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LXVI. At the first assembling o! 
every new Parliament, the Speaker 
of the Commons to assert a right to 
the Freedom of Speech; but, at the 
same time, to assure the executive 
Sovereign, that, in the exercise ol 
that Right, they shall carefully avoid 
all language which would not become 
a House of Parliament duly res- 
pecting every institution of the Realm. 


LXVIJ. If Parliament be con- 
vened prior to the second Thursday 
in January, forty days notice to: be 
given, 


LXVII. If Parliament be sitting 
in December, or in November after 
the fifteenth day of that month, ther 
not to be separated prior to its regu- 
lar Annual Session. 
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r ase. LXIX. If, during any extra-sit- 


Nn the Miieging, ‘Perliament shall receive a noti- 
"y, Or fication, that the Crown is not aware 
1 by of any necessity for its then con 


jinuing its consultations; yet, for 
ufficient cause it may continue to- 
gether until it shall yote in confor- 
pity with such Notification; but not 
Tawful to sit beyond the 15th of June. 


tinue 
ay of 
iS the} 
y this 
on 3 


ne to i 

weal ,» LXX. And whereas, it is highly 
n the Mieexpedient for the public service, that 
> the/™e@ competent number of the officers of 
year, gaethe crown should attend the Commons 
ed sm #louse of Parliament, and there enjoy 
yf ad. he right of propounding subjects of 
yond|@™ deliberation, with a perfect freedom 
veer of debate and liberty of speech, to 
| mmis:)@ @ll intents and purposes, the same 


ise'o( |e @S the proper members of the said 

ouse. Itis therefore, hereby far- 
ther enacted, that His Majesty’s 
Privy Council, the Lord High Chan- 


ng 0 llor, the Lords Commissioners of 
apket e Treasury, the Lords Commission- 
cht (TEs of the Admiralty, each principal 
t the eeretary of State, the Chancellor of 
bates e Exchequer, the Commissioners of 
” of lhe Navy, the Board of Ordnance, 
wet he Secretary at War, and the Board 
co 


f India Controul; shall each be re- 
quired, from time to time, by war- 
t under hand and seal, addressed 
lo the Speaker of the Commons House, 
pappoint one person in each of the 
aid departments of the executive go- 
ernment, being a commoner, ma- 
ing twelve in the whole, who shall 
> attend the Heuse accordingly; the 
aid Chancellor of the Exchequer, the 
aid Secretary at War, and any Secre- 
ary of State who may bea commoner, 
eing at liberty to appoint himself. 
nd that each officer of the C.own so 
ppointed, until he may be super- 


res- 


ealm- 






con- 
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seded by the appointment of another 
in his place by such warrant as afore- 
said, shall be allowed at all times to 
attend the proceedings of the said 
House, and shall there enjoy the right 
of propounding subjects of deliber- 
ation, with a perfect freedom of de- 
bate and liberty of speech as afore- 
said. But all officers of the Crown 
being utterly disqualified from being 
members of 2 Commons House, a 
such officers of the Crown as afore- 
said, shall be ¢ncapable of giving any 
vole in the proceedings of that House ; 
and in order to prevent mistakes or 
confusion, a distinct bench or benches, 
in front of the benches of the mem- 
bers, shall be provided and set apart 
for the exclusive use of such twelve 
officers of the Crown, so attending the 
House, and on occasion of all divi- 
sions for the deciding of questions, 
the said officers of the Crown, if they 
continue in the House, shall retire 
behind the Speaker’s chair, or into 
an adjoining room, until the division 
be declared. 


LXXI. and LXXIU. Corruption of 
the Electors by bribes or threats, to 
be declared a Treason of the first or 
highest degree of atrocity. Attempts 
at Corruption, 2 Treason of the se- 
cond degree of atrocity. To be first 
proceeded against in the Court of Pre- 
cognition and Redress. If the accused 
be there adjudged guilty, the original 
complainant and all witnesses to be 
bound over to prosecute. How the 
Recorder is then to proceed. The 
offence to be tried in the County; but 
if in the small islands, then in the 
next court of criminal jurisdiction 
which shall be holden. Wilful de. 
faulis in prosecuting to be punished. 
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Agents, assistants, or co-operaters 1D | 
the Treason, to be punished as prin- 


cipals. 


LX XIII. Ona conviction of Trea- 
son of the highest degree of atrocity, 
the Offender to forfeit his whole estate, 
real and personal, to the Recorder of 
the Electorate, to hold the same in 
trust. A Folkmote to be convened 
to elect three Trustees, on whom the 
Trust is then to devolve. A Receiver 
to be appointed to value the Estate. 
One entire moiety to pass to the Heir 
at, Law of the Criminal, and the other, 
after all Costs of Suit and other Ex- 
pences have, been deducted, to be 
given back to the convict. 


LXXIV. On conviction of an 
Attempt only, or Treasoh of the se- 
cond degree of atrocity ; then, after 
a Jike process, three fourth parts to 
be returned to the convict. 


_ LXX.V. And whereas any such 
treason as aforesaid must be attended 
with peculiar aggravation, and the 
most shocking atrocity, if, as aforesaid, 
perpetrated by a peer or peeress of the 
realm, because every peer is a special 
trustee for preserving the constitution 
of the State and. the liberties of the 
Nation’; and for being enabled to fill 
that high and dignified office, with the 
greater effect, is invested with heredi- 
tary privileges, legislative, judicial, 
and political; of whieh privileges, 
that of being a permanent counsellor 
of the Crown, with right of audience 


on demand, for apprising a king ora}. 


regent of danger to the state or to the 







* 






_ It is therefore hereby further en. 
acted, that any peer of the realm, ot 
peeress in her own right (whether pro. 
testant, catholic, or of any other re. 
ligious persuasion) who shall in two 
successive trials as aforesaid, be con- § 
victed of treason, whether of the first 
or second degree of atrocity, in cor. 
rupting, or attempting to corrupt and 
vitiate, an election of a Represen. 
tative to serve in the Commons Hote 
of Parliament, shall, over and above 
such forfeiture of property as afore. 
said, likewise, at the same time, 
ferfeit his or her peerage or peerages, 
together with all ranks, titles, ho- 
nours, privileges, and advantages, to 
the same appertaining ; and that such 
peerage or peerages, with all titles, 
honours, privileges; and advantages 
thereunto appertaitiing, shall inimedi- 
atcly pass to’the riext heir, if ‘an heir 
bein being, or béconie-extinct, as the 
case may be; and dny such peer so 
degraded, althovgh from theticeforth & 
a commoner, shall not, during his'life, 
be capable either of suffrage’ itt the 
election of a Representative to serve 
in the Commons Housé, or of being 
eneaecent returned, 
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Note.—Masor CARTWRIGHT’S BILL; et 
tire, with an Abstract of its Contents, eu 
igvaved plates to explain the’ mode of ballot: 
ing, serentcen paces of Introduction, and ten 
pages of Notes,’ is sold tor One Shilling ant 
‘Sixpence. 

The nex! ReGister will contain ab ‘Ad- 
Utes trém Mr. Cobpett to tlie’ Electori of 
Westminster. um 
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throne, is not the least important. 


wholesale and retail! at’ No. 192, Straud, 
where ali orders should be addressed. 
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